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Komnov is a senior officer of the Russian penitentiary system. He is Head of Moscow pre-trial
detention center SIZO-5 “Vodnik”, where Vladimir Kara-Murza is being held. Kara-Murza is a
prominent opposition activist in Russia. Politically motivated court proceedings based on false
allegations started against him in 2022 after he accused the Kremlin of committing war crimes in
Ukraine and publicly condemned Russian aggression. In April 2023, he was sentenced to 25 years in a
high-security prison/labour camp. The court proceedings against him targeted his activism and served
as a show trial in Russia to suppress voices critical of the ruling regime in voicing opposition to the
war of aggression against Ukraine. The Russian regime is using the judiciary of the country as a
widespread tool in numerous serious human rights violations. The justice system is not independent
and is used to systematically and severely violate the human rights of individuals opposed to the
ruling regime, by violating their freedom of opinion and expression. The health condition of Kara-
Murza has considerably deteriorated since his detention began in April 2022. Komnov is responsible
for the degrading treatment of Kara-Murza as he was sent to a punishment cell in spite of a severe
nerve disorder caused by two earlier poisonings. The ill treatment of Kara-Murza in the pre-trial
detention center managed by Komnov confirms the pattern of established practice of inhumane
treatment of detained opponents of the regime. He was the warden of «Butyrka» pre-trial detention
center at a time when unbearable conditions led to the death of anti-corruption activist Sergei
Magnitsky. Therefore, Komnov is responsible for serious human rights violations in Russia, including
degrading treatment and violations of freedom of opinion and expression.
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